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Tears streamed down Ratna-

sari’s face as she delivered a tes-
timony that revealed several cas-
es of violence against women she
had assisted in Aceh.

The women’s rights activist
held her anger when she told the
story of a mentally ill woman who
had been raped.

“Now, not only is she expecting
ababy, but she is also waiting tobe

sentenced for adultery,” Ratnasa-
ri said during a discussion held by -

Solidaritas Perempuan (Women’s
Solidarity) on Monday.

“Soon after she gives birth to
her baby, the sharia police will
give her 100 lashes”

IMRST ~ B Jan 18-
Vlolence against women still rampant: ACthlSt

. Batnasari said under Qanun
Jinayat (Aceh’s Islamic Criminal
Code Bylaw), the woman was ac-

‘cused of zina (intentionally com-

mitting adultery).
The activist added that she also
knew of a couple who had been

_ lashed 100 times for undergo-
ing nikah siri (unregistered mar-

riage).
Theywere also accused of com-

. mitting zina.

Not only did the couple endure
the pain of being lashed, they
were also shunned by their com-
munity, Ratnasari said.

They were forced to move out

‘of their neighborhood, fired from

their jobs and their children have
been unable to attend school be-

cause people mock them, saying

* they come from a zina family.

“They [provincial administra-
tion officials] claim they are reli-
gious people. How could they let
such terrible things happen to
women in the name of religion?”
said ‘Ratnasari with a trembling
voice. )

.The bylaw would erode the
rights of more women in the fu-
ture, she warned.

Qanun Jinayat, which has been.

enforeed in the province since
2009, is an example of the ab-

sence of the state in protecting -

women’s rights.

Solidaritas Perempuan chair-
woman Puspa Dewi blamed Pres-
ident Joko “Jokowi” Widodo for

failing to ensure that all regula- -

tions he had made to speed up the

" growth of Irdonesia’s economy

walked in line with the protection
of women’s rights.

“The Jokowi administration has
paid close attention to some mat-
ters they consider much more im-
portant, such as foreign investment
and infrastructure development.

Some matters, such as women’s-

rights protection, have been left out
and forgotten as they are consid-
ered less important,” Puspa said.

“Such protection has in fact
been stated in Nawa Cita and he
still has one-and-a-half years to
realize it,” said the activist, re-
ferring to the nine development
agendas of the Jokowi-Jusuf Kal-
la administration.

National Commission of Vio-
lence against Women (Komnas

Perempuan) chairwoman Azriana
said the government had issued
several regulations aimed at eradi-
cating violence against women.

One of the regulations is Law
No.18/2017 on the protection of
Indonesian " migrant workers,
which aims to protect the rights
of the country’s citizens who
work abroad, of which 87 percent
are women.

“The problem is that the 2017
law does not include workers in
informal sectors as their main

concern, while the majority of In- -

donesian migrant workers are do-
mestic helpers,” said Azriana.
Komnas Perempuan has re-
corded 259,150 cases of violence
against women in 2016, down
from 321,752 in 2015. It has not

yet announced data for 2017.

Despite the improvement,
more effort should be made to pro-
vide better protection for women,
the Women’s Empowerment and
Child Protection Ministry said.

The ministry’s women rights
protection assistant deputy, Us-
man Basuni, added that his in-
stitution was focused on build-
ing more Integrated Women and
Children’s Centers” (P2TP2A)
across the nation.

“One major challenge that we
face is that not all provinces in In-
donesia are ready to work with us
to eradicate abuse against wom-
en. Some are still prioritizing
their local culture and patriarchal
beliefs that contradict our mis-
sion,” Usman said. (via)



