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Survivors of the 1965 commu-
nist purge, who join with the 1965
Murder Victims Research Foun-
dation (YPKP 65), have for the
umpteenth time urged the Na-
tional Commission on Human
Rights (Komnas HAM) to push
the government to reinvestigate
the mass killings.

Accompanied by several fel-
low survivors, YPKP 65 chairman
Bedjo Untung met the commis-
sion’s leaders and asked them to
take recent findings as additional
evidence that may enable them to
further investigate the anti-com-
munist massacre.

“Komnas HAM has no more
reason to delay completing their
investigation into the tragedy,”
said Bedjo.

He referred to declassified Unit-
ed States documents on the 1965-
1966 massacres that were made
public in October last year and the
hearing results of the Internation-

al People’s Tribunal in The Hague,

which revealed the discovery of
mass graves of victims of the 1965
tragedy. . :

The documents reveal that US
diplomats in Jakarta and their
State Department counterparts
in Washington DC documented
tens of thousands of killings com-
mitted by the military, paramili-
tary groups and Muslim militias
against suspected members and
sympathizers of the now-defunct
Indonesian Communist Party
(PKI) during 1965-1966.

Bedjo said along with the de-
classified US documents, the dis-
covery of 162 graves across Java
and Sumatra could also serve as

strong evidence to prove that the
mass killings had truly happened
in the country.

He suggested that related au-
thorities use the bones of the de-
ceased people to collect forensic
data to support their investiga-
tion. They needed to dig up the
victims from the mass graves so
their bodies could be reburied
properly, he went on.

During the administration of
then president Susilo Bambang
Yudhoyono in 2012, Komnas
HAM’ pro justitia investigation
team presented a report on the

1965 killings to the Attorney Gen-

eral’s Office (AGO). The report re-
vealed serious crimes against hu-
manity committed by the state, and
recommended that the govern-
ment compensate the victims and
offer an apology. But the recom-
mendations were never followed.

“Another pro justitia investi-
gation team should be formed
to probe the 1965 tragedy, espe-
cially on suspected supporters or
sympathizers of the Indonesian
Communist Party that had been
imprisoned on Buru Island [in
Maluku Islands],” said Bedjo.

On Buru, he further said, the
team’s members would get ade-

quate data on the victims’ impris--

onment date, location and other
administrative evidence because
all of this information was well
documented on the island.

Bedjo believed the investiga-
tion into the handling of 1965 vic-
tims on Buru Island would open
the door to more findings on
possible rights violations during
the anti-communism campaign
in other places across Indone-
sia. They include the suspected
forced labor camp in Nusakam-
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bangan prison island in Cilacap,
Central Java; Plantungan wom-
en’s prison in Kendal, Central
Java; Tangerang camp in Bant-
en; Kalisosok prison in Surabaya,
East Java and Kemarau Island in
South Sumatra.

“This must start now to stop
our 52 years of suffering, because
to this day, we are still facing per-
secution and discrimination from
both civil and military entities,”
said Bedjo.

Sudarno, 75, claimed that he
and his family members in Pe-
kalongan, Central Java, contin-
ued to receive routine visits from
personnel of the local military
command. On Nov. 23 last year,
he said, his son, who resided near
his house, was visited by several
military personnel who told him
they wanted to “update” their da-
tabase on 1965 victims and their

families.

“Until one day in December,
my son suddenly phoned me and
told me that he and his family had
moved from Pekalongan,” said
Sudarno. |

“He said: ‘I will always call you,
Dad. It will be good for both of us
if you do not know where I live
right now’.” -

Sudarno said he and other 1965
victimshad pinned their hopes on
the newly inaugurated commis-.
sioners of Komnas HAM.

Komnas HAM chairman Ta-
ufan Damanik said the long-
stalled investigation into the
1965 tragedy had been caused by
the “tug of war” of legal and po-
litical interests among state offi-
cials. However, he asserted, the
1965 case would be his top prior-
ity as the leader of the commis-
sion. (vla)



